


What is SciFest Dubai?

SciFest Dubai is a platform to promote creativity, critical thinking, innovation, and STEAM
education in Dubai and the MENA region. In addition to organising the annual Dubai Science
Festival (which is a celebration of Science through the Arts) SciFest Dubai also promotes a public
understanding of science through numerous workshops, thinktanks, projects, conferences,
community initiatives, innovative curricula, and radio shows.

SciFest Dubai is partners with Dubai’s KHDA (Knowledge and Human Development Authority.) The
2014 and 2015 editions of the Dubai Science Festival had a cumulative total of over 250 events;
28,000+ audience members and participants; 400,000+ social media followers and was covered
by the local and international press, including BBC World. The festival is also supported by top
global scientists, thinkers, and futurists.

The 2016 edition of the Dubai Science Festival takes place from 14th — 19th November.

More details: www.scifestdubai.com




Vision
SciFest Dubai aims to be a major
regional festival of the Arts and

Sciences. Through partnerships with

educational organisations, private
enterprises, and government bodies
SciFest Dubai seeks to be an integral
part of Dubai’s Expo 2020.




Mission
To celebrate science through
the arts and popular culture

and to promote STEAM
Education.




Intelligent Optimism is
about being thrilled,
excited, and optimistic
about the future in an
informed and rational way
based on what science
and technology have to
offer.

Cosmic citizenship is about
moving beyond being
merely a global citizen and
thinking of oneself as a
citizen of the universe. It
involves seeking
knowledge about the
cosmos and being future
ambassadors for planet
earth.

Core Values

Science is more than a
collection of facts. It's a
way of thinking. When one
looks at the world through
a scientifically literate lens,
the world becomes a
place full of answers and
free from superstition.

The 21st century calls for
collaboration over
competition. "We" is the
new "'me" - especially in the
fields of science and
education.



SciFest Dubai Initiatives

Infelligent Poject
Obtimicm =2 esseract
P Cafe Scigntifique
I
Intelligent Optimism is Café Scientifique Project Tesseract™ is
a global movement Dubaiis a meet up an online salon that
founded by SciFest group that aims to aims to promote third
Dubai. The aim is to promote culture
spread informed conversations about conversations. It
optimism about science in an provides a platform
technology and the informal setting. It is for thinkers in Dubai
future thought the first of its kind in and the MENA region
memes, workshops, the Middle East. to share their

thoughts on issues
related fo the

and by curating

online content
sciences and the arts.
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300,000+ Followers 25,000+ Followers 200,000 Website visits
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Last year the Science Film Festival reached over 580,000 visitors in
13 countries. It is the most extensive event of its kind and one of the
biggest film festivals worldwide in terms of audience reach.

The 2015 Science Film Festival is in collaboration with UNESCO'’s
International Year of Light.

@ -1

_gs.

c
2
%
=
g

United Nations : International
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Cultural Organization . 2015
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NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC
CHANNEL

UNIVERSITY OF

OXFORD

David Deutsch Steven Pinker Jason Silva
Quantum Computing Cognitive Scientist, Host of NatGeo’s
Physicist TIMES Top 100 Thinker Brain Games
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Michael Shermer H.E. Sheikh Dr. Majid Al Qassimi Simon Singh
Presidential Fellow at Founder. BBC Producer
Chapman University The MENA Scientist Science Author
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aging

Aubrey de Grey Dr Donald Thomas Mikolaj Zielinski
Chief Science Officer Astronaut, ISS Commander Candidate Astronaut
SENS Research Foundation NASA Mars One




Chief Guest P
Dr Abdulla Al Karam iy | —
Director General of KHDA

(Knowledge and Human Development Authority)
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SciFestDubairestival Director®

Co-founder, Café Scientifique Dubai
Editor, Phoebus Online
Co-foudner, Intelligent Optimism
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Binistry of Education

2014 Sheikh Homdan bin Rashid Al-Maktoum
Distinguished Teacher Award
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2014 Global Education Forum Award for
Innovation in Education
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2013 GEMS Education Outstanding Educator Award
for Professional Development
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- Key Points from 201 Festivalt

6-Day festival
200+ Events
15,000 visitors and participants
250,000 community reach
400,000+ Facebook Followers
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Opening Ceremony Keynote Conference : Critical Wonder Serious Awe

Keynote Event | 12 inspirational speakers
0 y C Explaining the Wonders of Science
pening Leremony On the theme of Intelligent Opti
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26 Feb - 1 March 2014, UAE

Science Talks | Live streamed on the internet

Lara Matossian
Maverick Innovators: Elon Musk

The Critical Wonder Serious Awe conference is the keynote event at the SciFest Dubai and is part of the opening
ceremony. Drawing on the scientific works of Matt Ridley, David Deutsch, Neil Degrasse Tyson, Steven Pinker,
and many other scientists, the speakers will present powerful 5-minute talks on the positive influence science
has had on human lives and how exponential growth in emerging technologies will have a radical impact on the
human condition and change society for the better. Many of the inspirational speakers have previously spoken at
TEDx events. The Chief Guest at the opening ceremony is Dr Abdulla Al Karam, Director General at KHDA.
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26 Feb - 1 March 2014, UAE

Sasha Nanda Raya Bidshahri Taher Kathawala ] Ana Rancic
Wonders of the Hubble Telescope Science is Awesome! The Technological Singularity A Future of Abundance

har Ferdousi ' Yolany Aber Contact Details d . ,\
eries of the Human Brain xponential Growth of Technology I
— mpq an [ THEATRE GEMS
l EDUCATION
SciFest Lead Coordinator

SciFest Youth Coordinator

SciFest Dubai Opening Ceremony Website www.SciFestdubai.com
The Critical Wonder Serious Awe Conference,

Theme: Science & Intelligent Optimism Facebook  SciFestdubai

Chief Guest: Dr Abdulla Al Karam, Director General at KHDA Twitter @SciFestdubai #SciFestdubai
Venue: Meydan IMAX Cinema, Wednesday 26th February 2014 | 6:00pm - 8:00pm

For details and more information, visit: www.scifestdubai.com




Keynote speakers speoking'
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Panel Discussion hosted Byawdard-winning radio show
host Suzanne Radford
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Children interacting with the
science communicators



exhibition by students and

professional arfists
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www.leoplanetaria.com







Twinkle Twinkie Littie
Star - Redux
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Students performing science-themed poetry in costume and character
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Space and science-
themed fashion show
from the Imaginary
Foundation collection
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Dubai
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Resases | Ssont

Seeing stars

ACIstic astronamy sudents want 10
take residents 0N a COSMIC joumey

Community

Community Home Charity | Expat Focus | Events

Search Cafe Scientifique in Dubai
New cafefor Dubai's most inquisitive grown ups

TEDx in Dubai

The worldwide phenomenon arrives in the UAE for a day
of inspirational talks
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TALKING OF

DUBAI TODAY

WITH SUZANNE RADFORD

WINNER OF
BEST RADIO TALK SHOW

THE SHARJAH GOVERNMENT COMMUNICATION AWARDS
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SciFest Dubai Founder and CEO, Lara Matossian with
His Excellency Mohammad Al Gergawi
(Minister of Cabinet Affairs in the Federal Government of the UAE)
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SciFest Dubai
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smart Phone App Rl =54

wllegll ¢
For Apple and Android |
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Science Debates PhotoGallery Critical Wonder SciFest Dubai

T
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Critical Wonder
26 Koy Notn event. Part of the Opening Ca
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Critical Wonder
serious Panel Discussion

Avve Tithe: Science is Awesome Moderator: J
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FEB Science Workshops
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ScifFest Dubai

26 Feb - 1 March 2014, UAE
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Cafe Scientifique Dubai
Yo sbout scence over 8 cup of coflee!
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Performance Poetry
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2015 Keynote Speaker: Kevin Russell
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Futuristic technology. Robotics. Science Serious Wonder




From Scientists and thinkers

Science
Philosopher

Writer

Cognitive
Scientist

Professor at
Tufts University

Host, Brain Games
National Geographic

Creator,
Shots of Awe

Futurist
Techno-Optimist
Wonder Junkie

Ideas DJ 9

Poet for the Digital Age 1‘ 1 *

Time Magazine's
100 most influential
people in the world
Cognitive Scientist

Experimental

Psychologist | X

Linguist Ira" . FY
4
Science Author o

Professor,
Harvard University

TV Producer,
BBC

Science Writer

Science -

Journalist ,r". >
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Physicist,
University of Oxford

Fellow,
Royal Society
Professor, ——
Centre for Quantum r »
Computation f

Science Author

Editor in Chief
Skeptic Magazine

Columnist
Scientific American

Adjunct Professor
Chapman University

Science writer
Historian of science

Founder,
The Skeptics Society




ml‘;’::: r::a'n Majid Al Qassimi Adam Griffin Nidhal Guessoum Noura Al Noman Julian Wikeok

SBS Swiss Business Founder, The Cccupational | Prof. of Science Fiction Consultant,

School MENA Scientist Therapist Astronomy & Author Innoventurss
Fhysics, AUS Education

Kevin Russell, Chris McDermott, Keith Cobby, Sased Al Samantha Stesd, Hasan Al Hariri
Eiccutive Principal, GEMS Astronomer, Gergawi, UAE Principal, Foundet. Dubai
Director, Serious Education Right Eye Mars Mission Innoventurss Astrono;ny Group
Wonder Astrononty Education

Suzanne Radford. Ean Ail_eyne. Aspgn Aman, James Mullan, Heidi Frost, John MacDonald.
Host | Dubai Today Education Mediz Consultant Co-founder, Organiser, Dubai Host | Talking of
103.8FM Dubai Eye Manager, Taleem Which School Writers” Group Books 103.8 FM
Radio Education Advisor Dubai Eye Radio
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Omar Adwan | University of Sharjah Dr.Isam Janajreh | Masdar Institute

This short talk will focus on
one aspect of
sustainability through
waste materialrecovery
and advanced waste to
energy conversion
via gasificationinto a
stream of clean syngas.

This talk willconsider how
old Astronomy s, it's
importancein lifeand the
relationship between
Astronomy and Physics.

Jehad Abed | Masdar Institute Graham Mckay | University of Sharjah

This talk is about the history The talk willinfroduce a
of material science, and simple yet powerful
the importance of having framework of organizing
such a field of study and describing
related to engineering architectural beauty and
applicationsin the region other aesthetic
and the world. phenomena.

Kevin Garvey | Masdar Institute
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Thistalk looks at the vital
role, originsand impact of
methodsin the natural
sciences; the power of
principlesand practice,
past to present.




SciFest Glohal: A Nigh’r of Wonder

VR LIVE STREAM ,{ LiVE STREAM (NO VR)

San Francisco 2016



Contact Detalls

Lara Matossian,

Founder and CEO
www.laramatossian.com
lara.matossian@scifestdubai.com

G U UJJ ) Q@LUJ

Rohan Robherts

Festival Director
www.rohanroberts.com
rohan.roberts@scifestdubai.com
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You

www.scifestdubai.com

sciencefestivaldubai

@scifestdubai

youtube.com/Scifest Dubai

@scifest Dubai

Flickr.com/Scifest Dubai

Raya Bidshahri
Senior Projects Manager
raya.bidshahri@scifestdubai.com



http://www.laramatossian.com/
http://www.laramatossian.com/
http://www.laramatossian.com/
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Celebrating Science through the Arts
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